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Introduction to the Series

Each year at Vine Church we begin the year by returning to the heart of the
Christian faith—the life of Jesus—and listening again to his words with fresh
ears. Not because they are familiar, but because they continue to be searching,
unsettling, and life-giving.

This year, Life with Jesus picks up where we left off last summer, as we walk
through Matthew chapters 19-28. Together, we follow Jesus on the road to
Easter: hearing his teaching, watching his confrontations, and tracing the events
that lead to betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion. And then everything changes. Jesus
rises from the dead, defeating death once and for all.

People respond to Jesus in all sorts of ways—some amazed, some offended,
some curious, some resistant. Matthew doesn’t smooth those reactions out.
Instead, he invites us to sit with Jesus as he really is, and to reckon honestly with
his words and his claims.

This series flows directly into our annual Jesus: All About Life Easter Series,
making it a natural season to invite others to come and see who Jesus is for
themselves.
Jesus All About Life / Easter Dates

= Sunday, 22 March

= Sunday, 29 March

= Maundy Thursday, 2 April

» (Good Friday, 3 April

= Easter Sunday, 5 April

Easter is a uniquely powerful moment to bring friends and family. In a noisy,
distracted world, the person of Jesus still cuts through —offering life, love, and
freedom that many are quietly longing for.

It's also a great season to grow in confidence sharing your own story of faith. A
simple testimony guide is included at the back of this booklet, and we encourage
Community Groups to each week have one person share their story.

Please encourage each other to be praying for three friends in the lead-up to
Easter, asking God for open doors, courage to speak, boldness to invite, and
hearts ready to listen.



Week Title Date of Sermon

#1 Christ’s Judgement 15 February

9 Feb Passages: Matthew 23 Matthew 23:1-39
#2 Signs of the End 22 February

16 Feb Passages: Matthew 24:1-35 Matthew 24:1-51
#3 Parables of Readiness 1 March

23 Feb Passages: Matthew 24:36-25:30 Matthew 25:1-30
#4 Final Judgement 8 March

2 Mer Passage: Matthew 25:31-46 Matthew 25:31-46
#5 The Last Supper & Gethsemane 15 March

9 Mer Passage: Matthew 26:1-30 Matthew 26:1-46
#6 Betrayal, Arrest and Denial 22 March

15 Mar Jesus All About Life

Passage: Matthew 26:31-27:66
Matthew 26:47-75

#7 Jesus Before Pilate 29 March
23 Mar Jesus All About Life

Passage: Matthew 28
Matthew 27:1-26

#8 — Social — Chapters 27-28
30 Mar Easter Services this Week: Easter Services

e Maundy Thursday 8pm
e Good Friday 10am
e  Faster Sunday 10am + 4.30pm

This study guide has been largely based on studies written and produced by our friends
at EV Church, Erina. We're grateful for their generosity in sharing this work.



STUDY 1 | MATTHEW 23:1-39

Christ’s Judgement

Overview

Jesus warns of the hypocrisy of Israel’s leaders and stands alone as the one to
follow. His divine longing to restore Israel has always been met with rejection and

although he will restore Israel, it will be through judgement.

Context and Reading

What have we seen about Israel’s leaders in the Sermon Series so far? What
happens in chapters 21-227 How is Jesus different? Let’s keep thinking into this

as we read this passage together. Read Matthew 23:1-39.

Discuss

1. As you read, what stands out to you about Israel’s leaders?

What patterns or attitudes do you notice?

2. What stands out to you about Jesus?

What do you learn about his character, his authority, or his heart?

3. Look over the passage and see how it could be divided into three

sections.

What seems to mark the shift from one section to the next?

(Could do this question in pairs)



Matthew 23:1-12 What warning does Jesus give here?

Why do you think humility matters so much in God’s

kingdom?

Matthew 23:13-36 | What strikes you as you read these strong words?

What seems to be at the heart of the problem Jesus is

addressing?

Matthew 23:37-39 | What do we learn about Jesus here—especially about

his heart toward Jerusalem?

How do judgement and compassion sit together in this

moment?

Apply
¢ How does this passage lovingly warn us?
¢ What might “empty” or “fake” religion look like today?
o What are some gentle warning signs we should be aware of in our own
lives?
Pray

Pray together that we would hear Jesus’ words with humility, receive his
loving warnings, and follow him as our true King—living lives shaped by

grace, integrity, and trust in him.



STUDY 2 | MATTHEW 24:1-35

Signs at the End

Overview

Jesus gives his authoritative word on the end times that they will be
characterised by hardship and people being deceived and turning from the true

Messiah. His call is to be watchful, stand firm and proclaim the gospel.

Context and Reading

At the end of chapter 23, Jesus laments over Israel. Since entering Jerusalem in
chapter 21, what have we observed about the attitude of people in the temple?
What should the culture be and what is it in practice? As Jesus leaves the

temple, he shares his word on the judgement to come. Read Matthew 24:1-35.

Discuss

e Asyou hear the passage read aloud, draw the flow of events happening
in the passage. What are the dominant pictures? What seems to be
general about the last days and what seems to be talking about specific

events?

e In pairs, suggest how the passage could be split into different sections,
with a summary or heading for each part. Remember what’s specific
and what’s general as this will help you to spot the breaks. Share with
the group and figure out altogether which sections you’d agree on, with
summaries or headings for each. (It's worth taking some time working

through this)



Where does a
new section
begin and start?
(Verses)

What is the focus What heading would you
here? give this section?

[Suggested structure: Verse 1-3: Intro; 4-8: General signs; 9-14: Suffering as the
gospel is proclaimed; 15-21: Specific time (destruction of temple); 22-28: Don’t be
alarmed you won't miss Jesus’ return; 29-31: After the last days (The last moments);

32-35: Jesus says its coming, you can trust him.]




o What will the last days be like according to this passage?
a. What fear and concern does this raise for you?
b. What comfort does this bring to you?

c. How does it shape your perspective on this life?

Apply
e What difference does Jesus’ teaching make on how we live now?
e What priorities does he give us? What would it look like to have these?

¢ What warnings does he give us? How do we be careful of this today?

Pray

Pray that we would always hold onto Jesus. Pray that we would have the
priorities of the King in the last days as we long for his return. Pray that we

would listen to his word and know the truth.



STUDY 3 | MATTHEW 24:36-25:30

Parables of Readiness

Overview

Jesus speaks of the day when he will return - a day and time which no-one but
the Father knows. Jesus is the King who is worthy to be at the centre of our
lives, and so we live watchfully, diligently, and faithfully as we await the coming of

our King.

Context and Reading

Jesus has spoken of the judgement and tribulation of the last days and now
turns to the ‘when’ of his return. He calls us to be ready for that day, even if we
don’t know when it is! How do you usually wait for things? How would you wait
for something certain in happening and yet uncertain in timing? Read Matthew
24:36-25:30

Discuss

e As we read the passage, make a list of the punishments vs. the rewards

that come for different people. What did you notice?

Punishments Rewards




What is the attitude or action of those who receive punishment? Does

the punishment seem harsh to you? Why/why not?
What is the attitude or action of those who receive rewards?

What does this teach us about how we actively wait now for Jesus’

return?

Apply

What has this passage stirred within you? How do you hold onto these
truths when planning your next holiday, or deciding about the University
course or job change or family budget etc.?

How can you actively wait well for Jesus this week? What would this
look like in how you prioritise time, money, relationships, your attitude

towards God?

Pray that we would have the priorities of the King in the last days as we long

for his return.
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STUDY 4 | MATTHEW 25:31-46

Final Judgement

Overview

The Son of Man will come in his glory and sit on his glorious throne and bring an
eternal verdict on each person. Good deeds done to Jesus’ followers reflect

where they stand with the King himself.

Context and Reading

This is the last section of Jesus speaking about the end times. What do you
recall him sharing in Matthew 24:3-25:30? Read Matthew 25:31-46.

Discuss
e This passage uses lots of imagery. What picture is painted here for
a. The Son of Man?
b. The sheep?
c. The goats?

o What's the difference between the sheep (righteous) and the goats

(unrighteous)?
e Does this mean the good deeds are how we enter the kingdom?
e  See Matthew 10:40-42.

a. How is this similar to Matthew 25:37-407
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b. What does this tell us about the relationship between good

deeds and faith?
c.  Why does it matter how we treat God’s people?
e Reread verse 34. Imagine Jesus saying that to you.
a. How does this help us see what true blessing is?
b. What response, action or emotion does this stir within you?

c.  What would change in your life if you reflected more on this

truth?

Apply
e How does this passage help you know if you have responded to Jesus

rightly? What evidence should we look for?

¢ What change in our head/heart/hands (thoughts, affections, actions)
does this passage encourage?

Pray

Pray that we would be see Jesus for who he is and so live rightly in our

thoughts, affections and actions in response to him. Pray that we could

show this by loving his people.
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STUDY 5 | MATTHEW 26:1-30

The Last Supper & Gethsemane

Overview

Jesus is the King who lays down his life as the Passover sacrifice bringing in the

new covenant.

Context and Reading

Jesus speaks to his disciples as they gathered together in Jerusalem just days

before the celebration of the Passover. Amidst the excitement, the leaders of

Israel plot to capture Jesus and Jesus knowingly prepares to be the slain
Passover lamb. Read Matthew 26:1-30.

Discuss

e There are a number of different scenes in this passage. Break up into

groups and quickly draw out the details of who’s doing what - and what

their motive is. Share with the whole group and compare the differences.

a.

b.

C.

d.

Verses 1-5
Verses 6-13
Verses 14-16

Verses 17-30 (longer section)

e Why do you think Matthew records these details together?

e How do we see God’s sovereignty and human plans relate here?
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o What tangible difference does God’s sovereignty and providence make
as we live in a world full of uncertainty? When human plans and actions

appear so significant?
e Looking at v. 17-30, how do we see the significance of Jesus’ death?
a. Read Exodus 12:11-17. What is the Passover meal about?

b. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. How does this help explain what

Jesus’ death achieved?

Apply

e Jesus ushers in a new and unbreakable covenant. What would be the
danger of only seeing Jesus as a model for how we should live? How

ought we to see Jesus from this passage at Passover?

o What affection or action does it stir within you, knowing that Jesus is
your sacrificial lamb, his blood covering your sins and shielding you from
judgement? How would this change either your head, heart or hands

this week?

Pray

Praise God for his sovereign plan of salvation. Thank God that in Jesus’

death we can have forgiveness.

Note: next week’'s passage is long. Please read Matthew 26:31-27:66

before coming to Community Group.
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STUDY 6 | MATTHEW 26:31-27:66

Betrayal, Arrest and Denial

Overview

Jesus is God’s King, yet he gives up his life to save us from God’s judgement.

Context

Jesus is arrested, betrayed, beaten, mocked and eventually crucified. This was a
very public event and full of shame. If you got a chance to have a read of some
of 26:31-27:66, what has stood out to you? What questions did you have?

Discuss

Read Matthew 26:31-75

e Have a few different people read. You could choose a person per

character.
e Where do you see Jesus in control?
e  Where do we see human weakness?
e What do you learn about Jesus? His temperament, attitude, actions.
Read Matthew 27:1-31
o Have a few different people read.
e Who are the different people responsible for Jesus’ death?

e What surprises you about Jesus’ response?
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Read Matthew 27:32-54
o Have a few different people read.

e What does Jesus’ death reveal about who he really is? And what his

death has achieved?

e What does this show us about God’s judgment and mercy?

Apply

e How does Jesus taking judgement for you change how you relate to

guilt or failure?

o Where does following Jesus feel costly right now — and what difference

does the cross make there?

e In pairs, what big things are on your mind at the moment? How do

these truths help you face them?

Pray

Thank God for Jesus who died under God’s judgement to save us.
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STUDY 7 | MATTHEW 28

Jesus before Pilate

Overview
Jesus has risen! He is the Son of God worthy of everyone’s obedience. He calls

us to be disciples who make disciples.

Context

Jesus has had a very public death — and turns the world upside down by his

resurrection! Read Matthew 28.

Discuss

e Read a couple of verses per person.
e What strikes you from the passage?

e What helps you trust that the resurrection really happened? What in the

passage builds that confidence?

e Imagine this is the only part of the Bible that you’ve ever read, what
would you learn about who Jesus is? What would you learn about what

it means to follow him?

o What clues are there that Jesus’ commission isn’t just for the original

disciples, but still applies today?

o What immediately comes to mind as a block or hesitation to following

this? What comfort does Jesus’ authority provide?
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Apply

¢ When you think about living this out, what feels hardest or most hesitant

for you?
¢ What might it look like for you to take one step in this direction?

¢ Who in your life would you love to become a disciple of Jesus? Who
could you invite to come with you to church this Easter?

vinechurch.com.au/Easter

Pray

Thank God for the resurrection of Jesus. Pray that we’d live in light of his

authority and the priority he has given us to make disciples.
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STORYTELLING TEMPLATE

ITam

[Introduction: describe yourself]

My mission in life was

[Mission: state your mission]

Because I wanted to achieve
[Goal: what goal were you trying to achieve?]

Sol

[Body: describe how you tried to achieve this mission]

But
[Obstacle: explain the problem of trying to fulfill this

mission without God]

But Jesus

[Bridge: this is your “aha moment” of the gospel.

Explain how Jesus is your goal. Explain how Jesus

achieves your mission for you.]

That’s when I decided
[Climax: explain how you decided to follow Jesus]

So now I
[Denouement: explain what living with Jesus looks

like in your life now]

After you fill in the blanks of this template, try to

insert examples or events to flesh out each part.

SOURCE: HOW TO TALK ABOUT JESUS BY SAM CHAN
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Our mission is
to connect one-
thousand people

to the life, love

and freedom
Jesus offers
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